
Mental strategies for adding three-digit numbers
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4 0 0  +  3 0  +  1 2   =

4 0 0  +  3 0   =   4 3 0

4 0 0  +  5 0 0   =   9 0 0

4 3 0  +  1 2   =   4 4 2

4 0 0  +  7 0  +  6   =

6 0 0  +  5 0  +  8   =

8 0 0  +  8 0  +  3   =

9 0 0  +  4 0  +  7   =

3 0 0  +  7 0  +  1 2   =

5 0 0  +  8 0  +  1 6   =

4 0 0  +  9 0  +  1 5   =

8 0 0  +  3 0  +  1 9   =

Add the tens to the hundreds, then add on the ones.

Mental Strategies for adding three-digit numbers

When adding three-digit numbers, add the hundreds first, then add on the tens, then the ones.

Try using the mental strategy when answering these equations.

For example:

4 3 7  +  5 5 6   =

5 1 2  +  3 2 7   =

4 4 6  +  2 3 3   =

2 3 4  +  6 5 5   =

7 7 6  +  1 2 4   =

2 4 5  +  3 3 8   =

3 3 7  +  5 4 9   =

3 74  +  4 6 8   =

2 5 9  +  6 6 3   =

For example:

step 1:

add the hundreds

9 0 0  +  8 0   =   9 8 0add on the tens

9 8 0   +   1 3   =   9 9 3add on the ones
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