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Prefix OV‘l:qfnS ‘dis-’  (not, opposite)

Adding the prefix “dis” to a word can apply the “opposite” meaning. In classical Latin “de” and
“dis” could be added as a prefix to change a word to the opposite meaning. However, when words
passed into Old French, “dis” became “des”. Over time words were changed back to “dis” in English
and in French changed to “de”. 50 today we have two prefixes that mean “not”: “de” and “dis”

WO/‘d WOVd Or/gm CW"V@WL WOi’d /\/]eamng
Late [ 5HC from Old French:
- aqree “desagreer" i’@{lASE fO assenf

(JES “i’IOf" + agreer “harmony 07( O'UIHIOHS”)

[640's from Old French:
—_— = r‘egard “regara/er" fo take nofice of.
(dis “not” + regard “take nofice of )

[400’s from Old French:

___/odqe “des/oglern IlO EXPE/ {VOVVV /odﬁing ID/HCE
(drs “V!OF + /ogler “dwe//mg")

Late [WthC from Old French:
—_ — —arm “desarmer” fo divest of arms

(d!S “VIO)[’ + armer “fa/ee Mf) WEGIDOHS“)

Late 14thC. from Old French:
I c/ose “desclos’ open, exposed
(de “not + clore "fo close”)

Wf!?le semlences MSH’!ﬁ H)e GbOUE WOi’dS H]Wt begm WH% H?@ preﬁx ‘dISY.'
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